FAW Friday News
August 26, 2022

PSALM 119:105

Thy Word Is A Lamp Unto My Feet
And A Light Unto My Path.

Dear Father Andrew White Community,

What a wonderful week it has been, welcoming so many smiling faces back to our school!
Students were so happy to see each other, meet their teachers and enjoy everything that makes
the Father Andrew White Community so special!

We met for Morning Prayer this week and learned about our theme for this year, “Your Word is a
lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” This year we will focus on learning God’s word in the
Old and New Testament. We will read God’s word, learn what lesson God is trying to teach us
and ask ourselves how we can apply that to our own lives. This week we focused on creation,
and how powerful God’s word is. He speaks and things happen! When we really grasp hold of
that reality, we realize that there is nothing our Lord cannot do!! We learned how the light of
God’s word helps us to make good choices. We also learned how important it is to take time to
rest on Sundays. God rested from His work on the seventh day and wants us to do the
same...and to spend time thanking Him for all of the many blessings He has given us. |
encourage you to take your child to Mass this weekend to allow them time to say thank you to

God!



Teachers spent this week getting to know the students! Second grade did a Math activity
combined with discovering what each classmate likes, wants to be as an adult, what kinds of
pets that they have and what athletic activities they are involved in! Mrs. Valeski says that
recess will be really fun! Third graders celebrated the third day of third grade with balloons and
sparkly blue streamers to pass through as they entered the classroom. They practiced
independent reading in special lounge chairs! It was fun to know they were begging Mrs.
Downey for that special time to read! Kindergarteners focused on learning to follow directions
and enjoyed spending time with Mrs. Schmidt and Mrs. Kavanagh again! Fourth graders in Mrs.
Armsworthy’s class took time to create cards for the many businesses that did work to make our
school look so special this summer. Ms. Anderson’s class was so focused on their lessons each
time | visited the classroom and sixth graders loved Mrs. Hinkle’s cart that is illuminated with
lights and other decorations! Mrs. Hinkle did a Growth Mindset Activity with her Middle School
Students, rewriting a quote from Winston Churchill, “Success is not final, failure is not fatal. It is
the courage to continue that counts.” It was encouraging to hear the student’s rephrasing of the
quote and why they agreed with that statement. They know that there is no failure in trying!

Ms. Rowland has been busy researching robots for the STEM curriculum (we welcome any
donations for robots!) and Ms. Sarlo’s eighth graders practiced service by assisting with
watering our newly planted shrubs in the front of the school! First graders practiced rhythm with
their names through whispers and hand clapping in Music with Mrs. Cacko and sixth graders in
Mrs. Young’s class did an interactive activity which involved sorting the school rules and
understanding the reasoning behind them. There were many, many other fun learning activities
for the students and we are looking forward to a rich learning experience for all.

We have made several new changes to the curriculum this year. We now have a scheduled
Writing Block for each grade with a writing curriculum, we have scheduled STEM time for
grades 3-8, Mr. George will be in grades 2 and 3 for Math Intervention, Ms. Johnson is
scheduled in grades PK - 4 for Reading intervention, and we are introducing Science of Reading
for K-2 which emphasizes phonics and phonemic awareness. The Literature block in Middle
School is incorporating lessons on Latin and Greek roots to help with vocabulary. We have
invited parents and other professionals to teach Electives, expanding enrichment opportunities
for the Middle School Students. We are excited about all of these opportunities and committed
to providing a rigorous educational environment for the students.

We re-evaluated the traffic pattern and have instituted the same procedure for both arrival and
dismissal in an effort to be consistent and to move traffic onto our property and off of
Washington Street. Here is the link to the Car Rider Line Procedures Map:

FAW Car Rider Line Procedures Map

If that doesn't stay linked for you, click here:
https://fatherandrewwhite.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/FAW-Car-Rider-Line-Procedures-Map.png
Thank you for your patience and cooperation in ensuring that all students arrive safely to school.
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There have been some questions regarding the shoe requirement. The only change to the
shoes is that shoes for the regular uniform now allow for navy shoes but no white shoes. White
shoes may be worn with the PE Uniform. An email was sent to families on August 2 regarding
this change. Nothing was specified in regard to the soles/contrasting colors because a solid
color shoe has been the policy in the FAW Handbooks for several years. We are taking the first
few weeks of school to allow for any adjustments and know that working together to ensure
compliance will reinforce the following in regards to the wearing of uniforms: respect for oneself
in their appearance, respect for others and respect for following rules. Please know that when a
teacher reaches out to you for compliance, they are upholding these standards. In the future,
any uniform changes will be communicated in the Spring for the following school year.

In regards to the new logo, please know that it will take some time to incorporate our new school
logo and update our current applications. The transition to uniforms will occur next year. We
are keeping the Crusader as our school mascot and that logo will be used on spirit gear. The
previous logo will be acceptable on uniforms this school year. A plain navy sweater, sweater
vest or quarter zip with no logo application is acceptable for use this year, so that you do not
have to purchase new items for next school year. We will continue to provide updates when the
logo is available to be embroidered.

Thank you to all of our parent volunteers who assisted with bus duty and other tasks this week.
Helping students get on the correct buses took many hands and we appreciate their assistance!

Lastly, | would like to give special recognition and thanks to Mrs. Vicki Richardson who has
worked tirelessly on grant requisitions for our school. She was instrumental in helping secure
air purifiers for each classroom, new picnic tables, a kiln for the art program, windows for our
kitchen, a bathroom renovation, the PA System and Keyless Access Control, and the
landscaping for the front of our building.

Thank you to the following companies who worked with us on these projects:

WM Davis for the bathrooms, front office and cabinetry in the teachers lounge, Layer One for
the PA System and Access Control, A&M Glass for the kitchen windows, Great Mills Trading
Post and the Giving Campaign Donors for the asphalt, Barnes Painting for the painting and the
Town of Leonardtown and Wentworth Nursery for the landscaping. We also appreciate Mr and
Mrs Bowen and their summer maintenance crew who worked to help on many upgrades, the
M.I.L. Foundation for their support of our STEM program and Catholic Education and our
Spiritual Prayer Partners who prayed for our students last year. There are many, many other
parents who have worked to help our school and we are so thankful for all of your support and
expertise. We truly have a wonderful school community!

| pray that you have a wonderful weekend, and we look forward to seeing everyone on Monday!

God Bless You!
Janet Szoch
Principal



