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Dear Father Andrew White Families,

Lent began this week with our Ash Wednesday Mass.  Mrs. Pietsch reminded us in Morning
Prayer that we are to pray, fast and give alms during Lent.  She suggested that we pray a little
more or a little deeper, fast from something we really like, and that our almsgiving could be to do
something for others such as help our parents around the house!  As a family, perhaps you
could choose a family activity such as praying a decade of the rosary together after Mass on
Sundays or giving up TV to play board games together!  Our parish priest encouraged us to
grow in our faith and recommended that “we should not be the same person on Easter Sunday
that we were on Ash Wednesday!”

At school, the students began the week with Mardi Gras celebrations!  In first grade, students
created their own “float boxes” with beads, coins and purple, green and gold paper!  They
created their own classroom parade and enjoyed King’s cake where one lucky student found the
plastic baby in her piece of cake!  She’ll have good luck all year!
Fourth graders actually made Kings Cake and read about the origin of Mardi Gras.  PK students
enjoyed celebrating the 100th day of school!  They created T-shirts with their thumb prints and
found 100 candy kisses that were hidden within the classroom!
Students in grades 2-8 went on field trips to the St. Charles Science Center.  They visited the
planetarium and participated in many fun activities.

It was so fun to see our eighth graders bring in models of atoms that they created for the
elements.  They are currently decorating the classroom!  The creativity of the students is
amazing!  Some students used wreath forms to create the orbits, some utilized sticks of different



lengths.  The electrons and protons were modeled using styrofoam balls and even gummies!
Mrs. Sarlo said that when she has encountered former students, they still remember which
element they represented in this way!

Cheer on our First Lego League this weekend as they compete in the State Championship!  We
also hope to see you at the Varsity Girls Championship game on Tuesday, February 28 at 6:00
(St. Mary’s Ryken campus)!  GO CRUSADERS!!!

Pray for our second graders as they receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time
this weekend!

May God bless you and draw you close to Himself this Lent!

Mrs. Szoch
Principal


