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“Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water, moving toward Jesus.  But when he 
perceived how strong the wind was, becoming frightened, he began to sink and cried out, “Lord, 
save me!”  Jesus at once stretched out his hand and caught him.”  Matthew 14: 29-31 
 

Dear Father Andrew White Families, 
 
This week during Morning Prayer we focused on the many miracles of Jesus!  Ms. Johnson 
shared two miracles that have happened in her life and encouraged us to keep our eyes on 
Jesus so that we can make it through difficult times and see the miraculous things that Jesus 
does for us all of the time!  She also encouraged us to be the eyes of Jesus in helping others, 
and seeing how God is so good to us.  We can give thanks to Him for always looking out for us! 
 
Using our eyes, we saw many learning activities in school this week.  Monday morning, the third 
graders did a fossil dig in the playground and then using tools of a paleontologist, discovered 
the riches of their find an Easter surprise!  You will have to ask a third grader what they learned! 
Mr. George sure used a creative process to teach his students about fossils! 
 
We saw first graders reciting their Hail Mary to Mrs. Witt and Mrs. Guerre, kindergarten students 
reading independently to Mrs. Schmidt and Mrs. Kavanagh, and third graders learning how to 
write checks with the help of Mrs. Downey!  These classes also attended ELMS this week and 
enjoyed learning about many animals and how they survive and grow in their different habitats. 
 
Fourth graders, with the help of Mrs. Armsworthy and Ms. Johnson learned how to add dialogue 
to a story about leprechauns and fifth graders learned about climate, weather and parables in 
Ms. Anderson’s class. 
 
Mrs. Valeski and Mrs. Raley created a Book Madness bracket so students could choose their 
favorite stories!  Mrs. Valeski would read two books and then the students voted on their favorite 
book!  The winning book advanced to the next round!  We are all anxiously waiting to see which 
book is the favorite of the class! 
 
The seventh grade students presented projects on modern day saints.  It was wonderful to see 
students choose to highlight their grandparents, a teacher, their own parent and parent 
volunteers!  We often do not realize the impact we are having on others!   This project that 
Deacon Vavrus does with his classes each year helps students to look for those positive 



qualities in others!  We are all saints in the making!  This encourages us to continue doing good 
deeds for others, to be kind and to love our Lord!   
 
Please offer congratulations to Ms. Shannon Rowland who has had a very positive impact on 
our students!  She was recognized by the Rotary Club as the Teacher of the Year from Father 
Andrew White School for her Distinguished Service to St. Mary's County students and families! 
Mrs. Rowland sponsors our SCA, is a coach for our LEGO STEM Robotics Team, organizes the 
Pep Rally, Stockings for Soldiers and is a wonderful teacher of our Math students!  We are so 
grateful for all she does for Father Andrew White School!   
 
We are thankful to all of our families for what you do to make our school a better place! 
 
God Bless You! 
Mrs. Szoch 
Principal 
 
 


