FAW Friday News
April 28, 2023

Dear Father Andrew White Families,

This week during Morning Prayer, Mrs. Young helped the students understand what it means to
love God with all of our heart, soul and mind. The students gave examples of how they could do
this: by praying more, reading Scripture, attending Mass, helping others and showing love to all as
Jesus did. Please take time to show God how much you love Him by attending Mass this
weekend. Itis Good Shepherd Sunday where we learn that Jesus Himself is the only way to the
Father; He is the Good Shepherd and He is the gate! He searches for us and wants to care for us!

There were many times this week that students and staff showed special moments of care and
concern for others, demonstrating that the message of Jesus is resonating with them!

While | was observing a classroom lesson, | noticed one student covering their face and
appearing to be upset. | observed another student reach over, put her hand on the students
back and comfort them. She spoke quietly, trying to comfort the student, letting them know that
someone cared. The teacher also noticed, and without hesitation or alerting the rest of the class,
ensured that the child was cared for and given support.

| observed a student give a special picture to a staff member, just because they wanted to make
them feel special. Two students were walking hand in hand, smiling and laughing as they went
home for the day. An entire class enjoyed dancing the cha cha slide for a brain break, and then
resumed their lesson. During a competition, one student answered incorrectly and a teacher from
another grade level noticed that the student felt embarrassed. The teacher discreetly went to the
student to offer words of encouragement and support.

In several classes, as teachers implemented some new strategies from our professional
development, students conversed respectfully about content material, learning from each other
and reinforcing material they had learned.

Lastly, one student approached me with a petition about saving the caterpillars on the
playground because they too, are God’s creatures and worthy of care and concern! These are
the non-academic lessons that we are striving for in our school and we see lots of evidence that
our students are applying these every day, and observe our teachers model this behavior for
them! We are blessed!!



Thank you to the many parents, staff and community members who supported our auction in so
many ways. We appreciate all the hard work that went into this event and are thankful for the
financial support received that allows our school to continue to be an affordable option for you.

| have a few updates to share. First, our last day of school will now be Thursday, June

8. We will have a closing Mass at 10:00 am followed by the FAW awards, citizenship award for
each class and a perfect attendance award. Parents will be notified prior to the Mass if their
student is receiving an award. It is an early dismissal day, and students will be able to go home
at the conclusion of Mass.

We have been working with two uniform companies and will have information on uniform
selection by the week of May 8. Next year will be a transition year; students will be able to use
either uniform (past or present) to give everyone an opportunity to access the new

uniform. Navy pants/shorts will continue to be part of the uniform.

The parking lot painting is in the design phase and we plan to complete that project this
summer.

Please know that we are continuing to work on improvements to safety.

We ask for God’s continued blessing on our school, our students, families and staff as well as
our community. We are thankful for the wonderful work that only He can do using all of us as His
hands, feet and heart!

We pray: “Jesus, the Good Shepherd, continue to care for us!”

Have a great weekend.

Mrs. Szoch
Principal



