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Dear Families of Father Andrew White School,
What a wonderful week we have experienced so far, in our celebration of Catholic Schools!

Last Saturday, January 27, our Father Andrew White students had a wonderful day at the St.
Mary's County Science & Engineering Fair! We had several students participate in this event
and five of our students won awards! Madison Zackman, Anna Tritschler, and Natalie Stevens
secured first place awards. Anna Carrillo placed second in the Animal Science category and
Claire Haley won a Patuxent Partnership Award. Thank you to Mrs. Haley and Mrs. Sarlo for all
that they did to help our students be successful!!

Our basketball teams celebrated the eighth grade students with a Pep Rally and then went on to
defeat their opponents during their last home game! Thank you to Mrs. Burfield and all of the
coaches who tirelessly worked to provide this opportunity for our students. Thank you to our
HSA who assisted with the Pep Rally!

Our students did an amazing job speaking at the parishes this weekend in support of our
Catholic Schools. Thank you to Mrs. Greer for practicing with our students so they could shine!

In the classrooms, Mrs. Schmidt's PK students made beautiful mittens by using everyday
materials to create their artwork. We will continue to show how we are stewards of God’s
creation this week as we use recycled materials to create more beautiful artwork.

Mrs. Kavanagh'’s Kindergarten class learned about the sanctity of life this past week. They
learned that God loves all of us from conception until natural death! They read Horton Hears a
Who and colored pictures of all types of "whos." They also read Angel in the Waters and wrote
about it in their journals. They are also working on correspondence and reaching out to friends
and family, hoping to receive a postcard from each state!



Mrs. Guerre’s first graders went on a field trip to Slice House Pizza last week and learned all
about how to create one of their favorite foods! They even brought back a chocolate and pretzel
covered dessert pizza! They created symmetrical snowflakes which decorate our walls.

Second graders in Mrs. Valeski’'s room are beginning their Flat Stanley project. He is a
character who becomes 2-D. Each student mails their own Flat Stanley to someone located in
a different part of the states or the world. He will go on “adventures” at his destination, and then
the friends who adopted Stanley for a few days, will mail him back with an explanation of their
visit! The students will track his adventures on a world map. Second graders also wrote about
“If | were trapped in a snow globe...”

Miss Skane’s third grade class wrote persuasive letters regarding whether we should wear
uniforms in our school. It is a good exercise in learning that everyone has different opinions, but
we must be respectful of each other! They also wrote about why they love going to a Catholic
school! Some reasons were participating in service projects such as “Walk for the Poor,”
learning about Jesus, nice friends, caring teachers and field trips!

Mrs. Armsworthy’s fourth graders wrote about their favorite memory at Father Andrew White
School. Some events mentioned were Fall Fun Day, Willy Wonka Day, cantoring and being the
cross bearer at Mass, meeting their younger buddy, participating in the Living Jerusalem Event
at the Faith Rally and writing persuasive letters to the Governor, trying to convince him to
choose a state fruit for Maryland!

Dr. Schneider’s fourth grade Science students are learning about the organs in the body and
some of her fifth graders are learning about integers!

Mrs. Downey’s Math students illustrated properties of Mathematics and she has been working
with SMR students to prepare our middle schoolers to compete in a MATHCOUNTS
competition.

Mrs. Moore’s third grade students are learning vocabulary for common classroom items. She
continues to expand the repertoire of Spanish words for all of our students!

Mrs. Hinkle has been meeting with our NJHS members, encouraging them to participate in
service projects and leadership opportunities. They will be assisting with giving tours to
prospective families this week!

Mrs. Fleury is teaching all about the Constitution and how to use correct grammar in writing.

Fr. David is teaching early Church history and Mrs. Szoch is focusing on the commandments
and the doctrine of grace in her Religion classes.



Mrs. Gavin is teaching about how to design art projects using line techniques and secondary
colors to the first graders.

Mrs. Cacko continues her work with our chorus students, who confidently sang at our Catholic
Schools Mass this weekend.

Mrs. Stewart is leading the fifth graders on a “run” across America! They will be recording and
mapping their distance each week. We look forward to checking their progress!

Ms. Johnson explored fractions with her student groups by creating pie graphs using candy
hearts. Other groups learned about parts of penguins.

Nurse Rose just returned from her mission trip to Belize and is excited to share how she put her
faith in action by assisting those in need!

Mrs. Breedlove, Mrs. Rutherford and Mrs. Tritschler are responsible for many actions that occur
behind the scenes. We are grateful for their contributions to ensure that our school operations
run smoothly. Mr. Ty and Mr. Elvis work tirelessly at the end of each day, ensuring that our
school looks its best for the upcoming school day. All of our wonderful aides assist our teachers
in so many ways from grading work, to working with small groups, covering additional duties and
comforting children who need an extra hug! Thank you to Mrs. Greene, Mrs. George, Mrs.
Raley, Ms. Frey, Ms. Filippini, Ms. Pusloskie, Mrs. Mack and Ms. Bucklew!

Please ask your student what they learned from Career Day today! We are so thankful to all of
our volunteers who shared their vocations with our students. They learned about surgeons,
entrepreneurship, nurse anesthetists, occupational therapy, nuclear submarines, many
engineering disciplines, dog training and shed delivery services. The primary students explored
careers such as paleontology, martial arts, dance instructors and firefighters. Thank you to our
Catholic Schools Week committee who planned these amazing events for our students.

Thank you to our wonderful HSA who continue to provide supportive activities for our families
and staffl We look forward to their Brown Bag Auction and Italian Dinner on Saturday, that wrap
up our Catholic Schools Week!

Sharing all of the wonderful activities, learning experiences and service opportunities that our
teachers work so hard on, give us many reasons to celebrate our Catholic School!

We are extremely blessed to have such dedicated staff and such wonderful support from our
families. We look forward to continuing our partnership with you!

May God continue to bless you!
Sincerely,

Javet Szoch

Principal



